
The History of Ring leaf. 

Fn»*.Faireft firdeka.that art moft rich being poor*, 

Moft choife forfaken,tnd moft loued defpis’d. 

Thee and thy vertues hecrc I feize vpon, 

Be it lawfull I take vp what’s caft away. 

Gods, Gods ! tis ftrangc, that from their cold’ft negle&. 

My ioue {hould kindle to enflam’d refpea, 

Thy dowrelefle daughter Kingjthrowne to thy chance. 

Is Quecne of vs,of ours, and our faire France : 

Not all the Dukes in wainfli Burgundy, 

Shall buy this vnpriz’d precious maid of me. 

Bid them farwell Cordelia, though vnkinde 
Thou lofeft heere.a better where to finde. 

Le/ir.Thou haft her France, let her be thine. 

For wehaue no fuch daughter, nor fhall euer fee 

That face of hers againe,thcrefore be gone, (gmdj. 

Without our grace, our loue,our benizon i come noble 'Bur- 

Exit Lear and 'Burgundy . 

Fran. Bid farwell to your lifters. 

^ord. The Icwels of our Father, 

With walht eyes Cordelia leaues you, I know you what you ait } 
And like a lifter am moft loth to call your faults 
As they are named, vfe well our Father, 

To your profefled bofomes I commit hint) 

But yet alaffe, flood I within his grace, 

I would preferre him to a better place } 

So farwell to you both* . — . __ 

Gonorill. Prefcribe notvs our duties. 
l\eg*n.Ltt your ftudy be to content your Lord, 

Who hath receiu’d you at Fortunes almes, 

You haue obedience fcanted. 

And well are worth the worth that you haue wanted. 

CW.Time {hall vnfold what pleated cunning hides. 

Who couers faults, at laft lhamc them derides : 

‘ •**—-•* 

G«».Sifter,itis not a little I haue to fay, 

'Of what moft neerely appertaines to vs both, j 
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• • V 

The Hittory of King Lear. 

1 thinke our father will hence to night. 

J?<g,That’s moft certaine, and with you,next month with vu 
■ Con. You fee how full of changes his age is, the obferuation 
wehaue made of it hath not beene little; he alwaies loued our 
filler moft, and with what poore judgement hee hath now caft 
her off,appeares too grofle. 

Reg. Tis the infirmity of his age, yet he hath euer but (ten- 
derly knowne himfelfe* 

Gono. Thebeftandfoundcftof his time hath bin but ralh, 
then muft we looke to rcceiuefro his age,not alone the imper- 
feftion of long ingrafted condition.but therwithal vnruly wai- 
waranes,that infirme and cholericke ycares bring with them. 

Fcj-.Suchvnconftant flats are we like to haue from him, as 
this of Kents banilhment. 

<7«/<?.There is further complement of leaue taking between 
France and him,pray lets hit together,if our Father cary autho- 
rity with fuch difpofitionsashebeares, this laft furrender of 
his will but offend vs. 

Regan. We fhall further thinke on’t. 

(/on.Wc muft do fomething,and it’h heate. Exeunt, 

Enter Bafiard foists. 

Baft.lhou Nature art my Goddelfe, to thy law my feruices 
are bound, wherefore fhould I Hand in the plague of cuftome, 
andpermit the curiofity of Nations to depriuemeifor that I am 
fome i a.or 14 . moone-lhines lag ofa brother; why baftard ? 
wherefore bafe,when my demeritions are as well compafl, my 
minde as generous, & my fhape-as true as honeft madams ilfue, 
why brand they vs with bafe, bafe baftardy ? who in ihe lufty 
Health of nature, talie more compofition and fierce quality ,then 
doth within a ftale dull lied bed, goe to the creating of a whole 
tribe of fops got tweene fleepc and wake ; well the legitimate 
Edgar, I muft haue your land, our Fathers loue isto the baftard 
Edmund, as to the legitimate : well my legitimate, if this letter 
fpeed,and my inuehtion i\\n\it,Edmemd the bafe flrall tooth’le- 
gitimate : IgrowJprofper.nowGodsftandvpforBaftards. 

Enter Glocefter. 

Cldjt, AV»rbaniQu thus, and France in choller parted, and 
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